PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, MONDAY 22 JUNE 2009

Attendance list
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Kieran McKeown
Niranjan Tyrone

Teresa Angus

Anita De Souza

Joanne Nelson

Pat Ryan

Mike Barker

Fr Kevin O’Driscoll

Celia Barker

Ann Budd

Lorraine Skorupska

Marie Walsh

Clare Hendy

Julie Dendy

Giuseppe D’Amaro
John Athappily

Bill Bannon

Louise Delaloye

Malachy Jordan

Yvonne Sharkey






Paul Siggery

Olivia Wilson


Apologies for Absence
Martin Euden

Christine Harlow
Mike Barker

Pat welcomed everyone to the meeting and issued a copy of the Minutes of the previous meeting to those without a copy.

Matters Arising from Previous Minutes
Welcome Pack – not much progress to report because of work commitments but a meeting was arranged to take this matter further.

Party for Past Sharing Our Faith Groups  This was deemed to have been a great success.

Holy Communion for Sick and Housebound  After Roni’s report at the last meeting, a notice has been put in the Newsletter advising people to inform Fr Kevin/Kieran/Roni if they wish to receive Holy Communion at home.

Update of Changes in our Diocese
Fr Kevin reported that our Diocese has now been reorganised into 13 Pastoral Areas.  These will replace the 8 Deaneries and will consist of smaller groups.  It may well be that, in future, there will be 13 parishes only in our Diocese.  Our area is the only one which has not been changed because we are already a fairly compact group consisting of St Augustine’s, Holy Family, St Ethelberts, Holy Redeemer and Our Lady of Peace.  The Bishop has appointed a Priest/Dean for each Pastoral Area and has asked them to appoint one other person to work closely alongside them.  Fr Kevin asked for suggestions from his fellow priest and it was decided that the person should not be from Holy Family and should, preferably, be a woman.  Margaret Lawrence’s name was suggested and she has agreed to take on the job so her name will be put forward.  Fr Kevin and Margaret will gather a small steering group which will work over the next year to review where we stand and what we are doing as Parishes.  There were 3 Objectives:

1) To ask each Parish to renew itself

2) To encourage Parishes to work with each other and share ideas and resources

3) The Steering Group would have to make a report to the Bishop as to how they see where we will be in 5 year’s time.  They will work closely with Parish Councils on this matter.

Fr Kevin went on to explain how some activities could be shared – for instance Sharing Our Faith Groups, Preparation for Holy Communion and Confirmation and Hospital and School Chaplaincies.

On a sad note, Fr Kevin predicted that in 5 year’s time there was only likely to be 3 priests in our Pastoral Area and none of them would be young!  However, Father stressed that this was an exciting time for us and an opportunity to work and flourish in our Diocese.

A discussion period followed when groups advised Fr Kevin how to deal with non-attendance at Confirmation meetings and the request for the ‘cost’ of Baptism.  Many ideas were put forward and, no doubt, would be considered!

Finance
Fr Kevin reported and an analysis of our finances was being prepared but after everything was paid for there was £45,000 in the bank.  Our income was made up in four parts – Weekly Collection, Gift Aid, Rent from St Joseph’s Room and Social Club Rent.  It was thought that the Social Club would not always be there as a source of finance and the Parish should try to cover its running expenses by bringing up rents, collections, etc.

Any Other Business
French Evening – Arrangements for this were ‘in hand’ and invitations would be sent out for the occasion which was planned for 11 July 2009.

Snail Racing Event – Ann circulated some information about this fund-raising activity.  She would obtain some further details with a view to a possible event to be held around October 2009 to support CAFOD.

Bereavement Training – Fr Kevin suggested that as a Catholic community we should be more concerned about caring for those who are bereaved.  To this end, he has asked Anne Bannon, Teresa Angus and Jason Kew to attend a Training Weekend to see what the possibilities are and coming back to talk to the Parish Council about it.  This is something we could share with other parishes in the future.

Car Park – Fr Kevin reported that the car park situation had improved.  The Langley Academy had improved the school car park and our Social Club was co-operating more with Parish events.

Date of next meeting – this was set for Monday 28 September 2009 at 7.30 pm.
